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In his now classic Two Powers in Heaven, Alan Segal examines rabbinic evidence about early

manifestations of the "two powers" heresy within Judaism. Segal sheds light upon the development

of and relationships among early Christianity, Gnosticism, and Merkabah mysticism and

demonstrates that belief in the "two powers in heaven" was widespread by the first century, and

may have been a catalyst for the Jewish rejection of early Christianity. An important addition to New

Testament and Gnostic scholarship by this much revered scholar, Segal's Two Powers in Heaven is

made available once again for a new generation.
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This is a clearly written scholarly work. In other words, the context of much research and knowledge

is needed to read it and understand his arguments, but it is written in a straightforward,

well-organized manner. He covers rabbinical texts, gnostic texts, early Christian father letters and

excerpts from the New Testament canon to work backwards through rabbinic polemics about the

"two powers in heaven" heresy, searching for historical clues to tie those attacks to communities in

a particular place and time. Important for the study of early Christianity, gnosticism and the rabbi

movement, this book comes highly recommended for students of religious studies.

Great book!
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